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MYRMOTHERULA ASSIMILIS (THAMNOPHILIDAE)

Primeros especimenes para Colombia de
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ABSTRACT

| report the first specimen records of two spe@e<Colombia, for which only sight records are
published for the country. SpecimensFafrnarius torridus (Furnariidae) andMyrmotherula
assimilis (Thamnophilidae), were taken near Leticia, Departhof Amazonas, in July 1974 but
were not identified until recently due to lack aingparative material.
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RESUMEN

Doy a conocer los primeros especimenes de dosiespearnarius torridus (Furnariidae) y
Myrmotherula assimilis (Thamnophilidae) para Colombia, de las cualesahaisbra sélo se han
publicado registros visuales. Ambos fueron colatados cerca de Leticia, Departamento de
Amazonas, en julio de 1974 pero sélo fueron idigatifos recientemente por falta de material
con que compararlos.

Palabras clave: Furnarius torridus, Myrmotherula assimilis, Colombia, distribucion,
especimenes.

In July 1974, | collected specimens of two specieBale-billed HorneroRurnarius torridus). An adult

for which there is no previous specimen recofdmale was collected on 22 July 1974 (nonbreeding
from Colombia. Both were mist-netted on a rivezondition; no fat; 48.8 g; MVZ 163996). | had ori-
island known on local maps as Isla de Santa Sofimally identified this as~. leucopus in the field

I, roughly 40 km northwest of Leticia, Deptobecause the only literature available to me in 1974
Amazonas. They were collected within a few mevas Meyer de Schauensee (1970), which did not
ters of the bank of the Rio Amazonas in dense Uist F. torridus for Colombia, erroneously described
dergrowth ofCecropia-dominated forest. Althoughthe latter's habitat as “campos”, and did not paevi

| previously published new bird records for Coloma way to distinguish the two in the field. Further
bia from this site (Remsen 1977), these two spesome literature (Cory and Hellmayr 1925, Vaurie
mens remained unidentified for many years becdl880, Hilty and Brown 1986) treatédrridus as a

se of lack of comparative material in the colleatiosubspecies of. leucopus. Subsequently, Robert
that housed them. Recent inspection of the speRidgely (pers. comm.) alerted me to the likelihood
mens allowed confirmation of the identificationsthat my photographs (e.g., Fig. 1) of netfagna-
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Leaden Antwren Nlyrmotherula assimilis). An
adult male was collected on 19 July 1974
(nonbreeding condition; no fat; 8.3 g; MVZ
163999). The specimen remained unidentified for
years until | could re-examine it. This specieswa
a rare to uncommon resident on Isla de Santa Sofia
II. It is now known to be a river island speciglis
where found primarily in middle story and unders-
tory and ofCecropia forest (Rosenberg 1990). Gi-
ven its presence along the Amazon in northern Peru
and western Brazil (Zimmer & Isler 2003), its pre-
Figure 1. Netted individual ofurnariustorridus at Isla Santa sence in _C°'°mb'a Wa_‘s also eXpeCted' Its presc—;-nce
Sofia Il, Departamento de Amazonas, Colombia, 22 8i74. On the list of species known from Colombia
Note the dark reddish-rufous back that does notrasndra- (Salaman et al. 2001) was based previously only on
matically with the crown (as it does in sympafficleucopus  sjght records (A. M. Cuervo, pers. comm.), e.g.,
g;ﬁg{hazhteh;rgﬁt'tf‘.'mOSt as dark as the back, ismlsth g6 in Hilty and Brown (1986). Another recent
.l. tricolor. C . . . .

sighting of this species in Colombia was by F. G.

Stiles (pers. comm.) i@ecropia forest on Isla Ron-
rius from the area were almost certairity torri- da on 1 November 2003.
dus, thus leading me to check the identification of
the single specimen. Although | saw lafg&na- | thank Ned K. Johnson and Carla Cicero for loans
rius daily, | recorded them all in my field notes aef the specimens from the Museum of Vertebrate
F. leucopus, and at this point it is impossible to tell Zoology, University of California, Berkeley. Mike
whether these notes refer to both species orHustTsalickas provided accommodations on Isla de
torridus. Therefore, the vocal descriptions Bf Santa Sofia Il. F. G. Stiles commented on the ma-
leucopus attributed to me in Hilty and Brownnuscript and provided the photographFot. trico-
(1986) may refer td-. torridus. This species is lor.
now known to be a river island speciali
(Rosenberg 1990, Remsen 2003) and given its p
sence along the Amazon in northern Peru and w
tern Brazil, its presence in Colombia was expecte

The subspecies d¥. leucopus in the Amazon re-
gionis F. |. tricolor, which was recently observec
and collected by F. G. Stiles (pers. comm.)
young varzea foresin Isla Ronda, ca. 7 km north:
west of Leticia. Given that this species d&hdo- |
rridus are likely sympatric in the region, a note o
distinguishing them may be helpful to Colombia
observers. Furnarius t. tricolor differs from the ;
trans-Andean forms illustrated in Hilty & Brown
(1986) mainly in having its crown and auricula
area dull dark brown rather than gray and rufo
respectively, thus setting off its white supercifia
stripe more conspicuously; its general color
bright orange-rufous, paler below (Fig. Zyurna-
riustorridusis a darker rufous above and below:; jt&igure 2. Netted individual ofFurnarius leucopus tricolor at

. . - - Isla Ronda, Departamento de Amazonas, Colombiag\&ix-
grayish crown is not distinctly darker and its supe ber 2002. Note the paler, more orange-rufous olvecdbra-

Ci"a"Y_iS a paler gray nOt_nearly as contrastimg Gjon and the conspicuous pale superciliary strigteo§f by the
conspicuous as that Bf I. tricolor (Fig. 1). dark brown crown and auriculars. Photo by F. GeSt
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